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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM, PINT, KS 

SUBJECT: THRE MORE EM-9 TRIALS 

1 . THREE NEW EM-9 TRIALS HAVE COME TO ATTENTION OF EMBASSY 
DURING MONTH OF JUNE: A) IN TAE-SON, HANGUK THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY STUDENT WHO HAD BEEN ARRESTED MAY, 1977 FOR 
SPREADING FALSE RUMORS, STOOD TRIAL JUNE 9. PROSECUTION 
ASKED FOR TEN YEAR SENTENCE FOR IN. B ) YI HAE-KYONG, A 
GRADUATE OF EWHA UNIVERSITY AND REPORTER FOR "WEEKLY CITIZEN", 

AND KO KWANG-SUN, A GIRL WHO HAD BEEN EXPELLED FROM EWHA 
UNIVERSITY IN 1976, STOOD TRIAL JUNE 9 ALSO. THEY HAD 

BEEN ARRESTED AROUND APRIL 17 FOR DISTRIBUTING ANTI-ROKG 
PAMPHLETS. PROSECUTION DEMANDED THREE YEAR SENTENCES FOR 
EACH. C) REV. IM TAE-PYONG STOOD TRIAL JUNE 10 FOR 
SPREADING FALSE RUMORS. 

2. IN FIRST TWO CASES, TRIALS TOOK PLACE WITHOUT PRIOR 
NOTICE TO FAMILIES. INDEED, COURT APPOINTED LAWYERS 
REPRESENTED DEFENDANTS AT INITIAL HEARINGS ON JUNE 9, SINCE 
FAMILIES DID NOT HAVE TIME TO ARRANGE FOR DEFENSE COUNSEL 
THEMSELVES. HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS AND FAMILIES HAVE 

MADE ARRANGEMENTS FOR OTHER LAWYERS TO HANDLE DEFENSE FROM NOW 
ON. 
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3. DISSIDENTS NOT (RPT NOT) SURE WHY ROKG PRESSES SOME CASES 
AND NOT OTHERS. THUS, WHILE ROKG HAS SHOWN RESTRAINT IN 
PROSECUTING EM-9 CASES IN LAST THREE MONTHS, POSSIBILITY THAT 
IT WILL BRING SOME CASES TO COURT SERVES AS CONTINUING 
DETERRENT FOR POTENTIAL DEMONSTRATORS. 
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